
 

Members and friends of the National Asso-
ciation of Women Highway Safety Leaders 
gathered this fall at the towering Marriott 
Peachtree in Atlanta  for the 2018 Traffic 
Safety Leadership Conference. Now in its 
51st year, the conference theme was 
òMovinõ on upñNAWHSLõs Next Half 
Centuryó. 

From beginning to end, NAWHSL Confer-
ence 2018 was chock full of strong present-
ers bringing vital information to attendees. 
Topics ranged from Georgiaõs unique and 
successful programs to automotive technol-
ogy to marijuana. Dr. Maggi Gunnels, 
NHTSA Associate Administrator, high-
lighted the closing banquet  with  Regional 
Administrators who shared their vision for 
traffic safety in their regions.  

 

Exciting New Scholarship! 
Dr. David A. Sleet is the moving force behind a brand new schol-
arship offered by NAWHSL. He presented $500 to NAWHSL to 
establish the National Young Womenõs Scholarship in Traffic 
Injury Prevention. Dr. Sleet is a former associate Director for   
Science at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC).  The scholarship recognizes and assists women working 
on practice-based projects or research in traffic injury preven-
tion . The recipient of the scholarship will receive a $1,000 sti-
pend, a free one-year NAWHSL membership, and a complimen-
tary registration for NAWHSLõs 2019 Annual Traffic Safety 
Leadership Conference in Anaheim, California.    

Apply Now at www.NAWHSL.org  
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òUltimately all of us want to eliminate crashes.ó  
       Dr. Daniel McGehee 
 
Dr. Daniel McGehee, Director of the National Advanced Driving Simulator and Simu-
lation Center at the University of Iowa, shared insight on vehicle technology and 
autonomous vehicles at the 2018 Conference. Their 80 million dollar simulator pro-
vides an opportunity for government, car companies and foundations to do òbig ideaó 
research. The key focus of this research is reducing driver error through human factors 
and behavioral research. 

 
òThe National Highway Traffic Safety Administration found 
driver error contributes to 94% of crashes.ó (NHTSA.gov) 

 
 Four primary causes of driver error include distraction, falling asleep, speeding and 
impairment. The Center also conducts Naturalistic Driving studies.  This involves plac-
ing instrumentation on both the inside and outside of the vehicle to monitor and       
record driver behavior and response to the various driving environments, in -car vehi-
cle apparatus, and roadway designs.  This results in 
valuable information about the driver in real -world 
driving situations.  
 

òAutonomous Vehicles are the wave 
of the future.ó 
 
In addition to the simulator and naturalistic 
driving research, the Center has a variety of  
research vehicles that test Advanced Driver  
Assistance Systems.  Many of these systems are 
available in cars you can buy today.  Examples 
are park assist, rear collision warning systems, 
lane detection systems, and many others.  The 
Center even has an inflatable car in their fleet. 
 

 

Driver Error:  How Todayõs Safety Technology 

Will Eliminate Crashes Tomorrow 
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  Dr. McGehee speaking 



òWe are looking at 50 years before autonomous vehicles 
really penetrate the market.ó  
  

The Center is partnering with the Iowa Department of Transportation on an 
autonomous vehicle mapping and enabling project.  It involves doing GPS 
high definition mapping.  According to Dr. McGehee: ò Advanced 
Driver Assistance Systems are here now. Donõt worry about fully 
automated driving for the regular public ð it is a ways off. It takes 
about 20 years to move a technology into 90% of the vehicle fleet.  
Remember driver error is what we are trying to reduce. Culturally we 
need to remove the word accident from our vocabulary.  We need to 
say òwhyó the person was killed or had the crash.ò 

                                        

 

 

Driver Error (continued) 
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òMy Car Does What?ó 
 
Driver assist technologies. have advanced to the point where the vehi-
cle is actually detecting high risk driving situations and responding 
with warnings (lights, vibration, audible sounds, etc.) or by applying 
the brakes to avoid a rear-end collision.  Consumer acceptance is key 
for these technologies to further penetrate the vehicle market. The 
University of Iowa produced the website òMyCarDoesWható for the 
National Safety Council.  See the website to learn more about these 
technologies.   
      Contributed by Dr. Leanna Depue  
      Advisory Board Chair  

òIõve heard many 

speakers on 

AVõs, and this is 

the most 

practical for 

where we, in 

highway safety. 

need 

informationó   

-Attendee 

comment 
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Conference Festivities 

N A W H S L  N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 8  

Julie Walters (left), representing the 

Georgia Federation of Womenõs Clubs; 

Hannah Walters, author of the òSafety 

with Bee a Buckleró book; the Buckler 

Bee aka Linda Ford, FWC State Presi-

dent; Jennie Glasgow; and Josh Ford.  

  

 

 Share Session was the conference opener in which members 
shared highlights of traffic safety programs in their respective states. 
Thanks to our Georgia hostess, Jennie Glasgow, NAWHSL leaders 
practiced being òSouthern bellesó with wide-brimmed straw hats. 
Also, peach recipes were shared for using those Georgia peaches. 

 

Conference ended on a high note with 
a big bee joining the festivities. Liter-
ally! BEE A BUCKLER, is a buckle up 
program  founded by NAWHSL 
member, Jennie Glasgow. 
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information and 
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-Attendee  

comment  

NAWHSL 
leaders show 
off their 
Southern 
belle  
bonnets  


