
 

NAWHSL Wishes Everyone a
Happy and Safe New Year

 
Welcome to 2026!

 

The National Association of Women Highway Safety Leaders is excited about our upcoming
year and the progress we hope to make with membership and working on our conference!

Join Us
NAWHSL Information Forum

Please join us on Monday, April 27th, 2026
from 3:00 – 4:00 PM Central for our
NAWHSL Information Forum. This virtual
meeting is open to all traffic safety advocates
interested in learning more about the
organization and engaging with members of
the current Executive Committee. Details and a
link to the meeting will be available on the
website and we will share via our Facebook
and LinkedIn pages closer to the date!



Conference Updates

Click Here for
the Call for

Presentations

2026 Conference Preparation

Planning for the 2026 NAWHSL Conference is
progressing! We have a great committee working
to bring networking experiences and presentations
relevant to modern-day activities in traffic safety
and best-practices throughout the nation.

Do you have a program or activity you want to
showcase at the conference? We are accepting
Calls for Presentation for speakers now! Visit the
application page to read further details and apply
today!

August 27 - 29, 2026
Hyatt Regency Downtown
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Conference Registration should open up by March
1, 2026. Watch the nawhsl.org website for more
details.

Interested in Exhibiting or Sponsoring
the 2026 Conference?

Did you know you can exhibit at the 2026
NAWHSL Conference for just the price of
registration plus $100.00? Stay tuned for more
information on the NAWHSL.org website.

Are you interested in being a Sponsor for the
2026 Conference or other NAWHSL activities?
Feel free to reach out to Amy Artuso, 1st Vice
President, at 1stVP@nawhsl.org for details and
more information!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NAWHSL2026CallforPresentations
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NAWHSL2026CallforPresentations
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NAWHSL2026CallforPresentations
https://nawhsl.org/
https://nawhsl.org/
mailto:1stVP@nawhsl.org


2026 NAWHSL Distinguished Young
Women in Traffic Injury Prevention
Scholarship

Know of an applicant eligible for
our NAWHSL Scholarship? Visit
the website for more information
and the link to the Scholarship
Application.

Click Here for
Scholarship Details

Website Updates
We are in the process of updating and renewing our website look!

Watch the website for more information about Conference Registration, Exhibitor
Information, and Sponsorship Opportunities.

Agnes Beaton Memorial Fund

This fund is dedicated to the memory of Agnes
Beaton, a pioneer of community-based traffic
safety programs and the founder of the National
Association of Women Highway Safety Leaders,
Inc. Agnes was adept at reaching out to diverse
groups and individuals and uniting them in the
mission of saving lives and preventing injuries on
America's roadways. 
As a tribute to her legacy, this funding will be
available for programs that are provided at the
local level; will promote involvement of
volunteers in the provision of services; and
develop knowledgeable advocates of traffic safety.

Grants are available to the NAWHSL
membership. Watch the website for more
information. In the meantime, if you are interested
in applying, please email us at
nawhslcommunications@gmail.com for a copy of
the application.

Visit the Safe Connections and Resources website
to learn about a program that was started with seed
money from the Agnes Beaton Memorial Fund.
https://safe-connections-and-resources.org/about-
us/

https://nawhsl.org/scholarship/
https://nawhsl.org/scholarship/
https://nawhsl.org/scholarship/
https://nawhsl.org/scholarship/
mailto:nawhslcommunications@gmail.com


Some States in Action

Tennessee:
Tennessee Tech University’s iCube aims to solve traditional problems with creative solutions.
As the College of Business’s BusinessMedia Center (BMC), the grant-funded department
began tackling a major issue over 20 years ago: traffic safety. Now, one name change and
millions of lives impacted later, iCube is still a leader in traffic safety initiatives in Tennessee.
 
It all started with the Ollie Otter Booster Seat and Seat Belt Safety Program. Launched in
2006 with a goal of bringing impactful, interactive presentations to each of the 95 counties in
Tennessee, the program currently encourages the youngest passengers in the vehicle to make
the biggest impact by reminding their parents and caregivers to slow down in work zones,
always buckle up “belts to bones,” drive distraction-free, and to ensure every occupant is
seated in the safest seat for their age, weight, and height while accounting for both physical
and developmental abilities. Ollie’s main message echoes a Tennessee state law that went into
effect in 2004—if you’re under 4’9,” it’s booster time!
 
The Ollie Otter program was conceived in partnership with the Tennessee Road Builders
Association’s Ladies Auxiliary, after the President at the time came to Tennessee Tech to ask
how to “make seat belts cool” following a series of tragedies in her family related to vehicular
crashes. After creating the program, the Tennessee Highway Safety Office (THSO) adopted
Ollie Otter as part of their child passenger safety initiatives and funded other initiatives
generated by the iCube team, including the Reduce Teen Crashes program.
ReduceTNCrashes.org incentivizes high schoolers to complete safe driving activities to earn
points for their school, allowing them to climb the leaderboard and compete against other
schools across the state and reach Gold School status. Ollie Otter has now expanded to eleven
states—including Alaska, California, Ohio, and Mississippi—while Reduce Teen Crashes is
currently being established in Missouri and Kentucky, with several other states already on
board.
 
Combining the safety and education components of the iCube initiatives, team members
including Julie Brewer (current NAWHSL Secretary) consulted with the TN Department of
Education in the creation of new traffic safety standards for the K–12 classroom. To support
the implementation of these standards, iCube created an online portal highlighting pre-
existing activities available in the state and generated lesson plans for each to allow for a
seamless integration of these safety standards in the classroom. TNRoadSafetyStandards.org
is free, easily accessible, and being consistently updated as new lesson plan ideas and
activities are generated by both educators in the classroom and traffic safety leaders in the
state.
 
iCube is also responsible for the purchasing, creation, and implementation of paid media for
the Tennessee Highway Safety Office. Campaigns throughout the year follow the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) communications calendar, with targeted
messaging aimed at state and local issues and areas of concern. These campaigns often
include retagged NHTSA content combined with creative material generated by the iCube
creative team, though three new animated commercials have been produced with the help of a
Knoxville-based animation studio, Elastic Pictures. These commercials have been utilized for
several campaigns over the past two years with messaging including “Booze It and Lose It”
and “Fans Don’t Let Fans Drive Drunk.” Moving forward, these and other commercials and
ad campaigns will be analyzed with iMotions eye-tracking equipment recently purchased and
installed at iCube to understand which pieces of media resonate with the target market for
many of these campaigns—young, white males (based on demographic data for fatal crashes).
With this target market being readily accessible on campus, and with the added benefit of
iCube interns representing not only the College of Business but every college at Tennessee
Tech University, iCube is uniquely positioned to generate both content and concepts with, and
for, those being served the messages. 
 
While directing, managing, and supporting traffic safety initiatives at iCube, many team
members have also become certified Child Passenger Safety Technicians (CPSTs) over the



years. Currently, there are also two CPST Instructors, tasked with leading courses throughout
the state under the banner of the Tennessee Occupant Protection Center (TN OP Center)—a
THSO initiative housed at iCube. These courses are conducted for anyone interested in
keeping all occupants safe in the vehicle, including community organizations, police officers,
and passionate caregivers. Once certified, the TN OP Center utilizes these trained technicians
and donated car seats to conduct and support car seat checks throughout the state and educate
the general population on the importance of meeting minimum safety requirements when
choosing and installing car seats in a vehicle, but encouraging maximum safety practices to
keep all occupants the safest they can be in the event of a crash.
 
Over the years, iCube has also utilized emerging technologies such as virtual reality and app
development to generate several digital training materials for traffic safety. Most recently,
iCube has created the Car Seat Education App, featuring a series of 3D car seat models to
utilize in caregiver education and CPST training. Each part of each seat type can be isolated,
allowing users to identify the unique features of each seat and their usage. In the early days of
publically-available virtual reality headsets, iCube created and tested an immersive experience
aimed at supplementing—or, potentially, even replacing—CPST training, digitizing the
testing environment with fully interactive car and car seat models for related assessments.
Though not currently being implemented, the experience provided an initial glimpse at how a
fully digital training course could be designed and utilized for instances where not enough in-
person seats or vehicles are available during a class.
 
To meet the needs of the Occupant Protection Center and the physical requirements of these
in-person training courses—which involves travel throughout the state with an abundance of
car seats—iCube was able to purchase and wrap a van with THSO grant funds. This van was
customized and outfitted to hold both passengers and car seat cargo, while also serving as a
demonstration tool for various installation techniques of child passenger safety systems. With
the simple, bold message of “Buckle Up,” the van can easily be seen driving along the
highways and backroads of Tennessee, sharing a gentle reminder to stay safe.
 
iCube continues to be dedicated to furthering traffic safety messages, and utilizes the
community and connections created through organizations such as the National Association of
Women Highway Safety Leaders to share resources and learn new tools to protect the
roadways and vehicle occupants and across the nation. 

Check out the Tennessee Tech iCube Project Page

Missouri:
The Missouri Safety Center at the University of Central Missouri is a grantee of several traffic
safety awards from the Missouri Department of Transportation Highway Safety and Traffic
Division, including oversight of the Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) and SFST programs,
Breath Alcohol Instrument Training (BAIT), Ignition Interlock Device Programs (IID),
Occupant Protection Surveys, Enforcement campaigns, the Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Program (LEPP), the Missouri Motorcycle Safety Program and numerous others related to
traffic and public safety. These activities are geared toward removing impaired drivers from
our roadways and supporting the use of all appropriate equipment to keep people safe on our
roadways.

Recently, the Missouri Safety Center was awarded the MADD Heartland "Heart of MADD
Award" for the activities the Center has been engaged in since 1967. One of these programs,
the Law Enforcement Phlebotomy Program (LEPP) was recognized for the work that has
occurred since its inception in 2023 in Missouri. Engaging with other states, especially
Arizona as the pioneer of law enforcement phlebotomy, the LEPP began with a task force of
law enforcement, prosecutors, and traffic safety professionals to develop the program. The
LEPP began training law enforcement phlebotomists in 2023 in Arizona and developed its
own program in 2024 with the assistance of a local community college. The LEPP currently
has 40 qualified LEPs who have conducted more than 1,060 enforcement and training draws
since April 2023. The majority of these were conducted in the process of a DWI/DUI

https://www.tntech.edu/icube/projects.php


investigation. The MoDOT Highway Safety and Traffic Division awarded the Missouri Safety
Center a grant for FY2026 to train 15 LEPs and requalify 20 of the original 40. This year the
Missouri State Highway Patrol (MSHP) will also be participating for the first time with
troopers throughout the state being trained as LEPs.

More information about the program can be obtained at the Missouri Safety Center website:
mosafetycenter.com/grants/phlebotomy/

Have information you want to share about the great programs going on in your state or
community?

Email us at nawhslcommunications@gmail.com so we can include your projects in our
spotlight.

New & Renewing Members

We are so excited that our membership numbers are increasing! Are
you interested in becoming a member? Visit us at NAWHSL.org for
the link to become a member. Only $50.00 per year provides the
opportunity for many advantages:

Networking with other women dedicated to traffic injury prevention.
Exposure to programming in other states that addresses the same issues.
High quality Traffic Safety Leadership Conference focusing on Leadership
Development, Research to Practice and Best Practice Traffic Safety Programs that can
be replicated. 
Opportunity to become active and a leader in a national organization. 

We have recently added new members and had members renew from several states:
Tammy McGee, Virginia
Katie Dively, North Carolina
Traci Reece, Georgia
Jennifer Booge, Minnesota
Lissette Morgan, Arizona
Ida Gibson, Arizona
Alina Concepcion, Northern Mariana Islands
Margarita Camacho, Northern Mariana Islands
Conrad Castro, Northern Mariana Islands
Denise Brown, North Dakota
Kate Conway, Arizona
Dortha Cummins, Louisiana
and more!

We hope you join us as we progress forward and build the NAWHSL organization.

﻿nawhsl.org
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