
From the Heintz History Center - Pittsburgh: The City of
Bridges

“Affectionately known as the “City of Bridges,” Pittsburgh
boasts 446 bridges. Long before the majestic bridges soared
above the Three Rivers, Pittsburgh was a rugged terrain of deep
valleys, creeks, and rivers, isolating many of the city’s residents.

When the first European settlers arrived in the 1700s, they had
to cross streams and climb steep hillsides just to travel around
the region. To overcome these challenges, the settlers built
wooden bridges to connect newly constructed roadways and
span the rivers and valleys.

The city’s first river crossing bridge, the Monongahela Bridge,
was built in 1818 on the site of what is today the Smithfield
Street Bridge. The creator of the Brooklyn Bridge, John
Roebling, replaced the wooden structure with a new wire rope
suspension bridge, after it was destroyed in the Great Fire of
1845. Increasing weight from additional traffic resulted in its
closure and replacement with the modern Smithfield Street
Bridge, the oldest steel bridge in the United States.”

What better way to continue to bridge transportation gaps for
everyone than to come to the City of Bridges for our Annual
Conference!
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You are
Invited...

The 2025 NAWHSL Conference theme this year is “Bridging the
Gap: Connecting Traffic Safety to Everyone”. It’s not coincidental
that “bridges” are a focus. Pittsburgh is home to 446 bridges!
They connect 90 neighborhoods amid a maze of ridges and
valleys. Likewise, our conference gives us the tools and
information to connect to our own communities. 

Our Program Committee strived to provide valuable professional
sessions and they met their goal. You will be inspired by
passionate traffic safety advocates. You will learn about trend
setting programs in law enforcement, child occupant protection,
networking and more. You will hear from a leading research
institution and learn more about free resources from respected
agencies such as the National Safety Council. 

Why in the world are there so many bridges in this city? The
Allegheny and Monongahela Rivers join in downtown Pittsburgh
to become the Ohio River. Located at the point where they join is
aptly named Point State Park, a 36 acre park of lawns, gardens,
riverfront and a large fountain. Our hotel, the Wyndham Grand,
overlooks this scenic park. 

If I have not enticed you enough to come to our conference in
Pittsburgh, take a look at www.VisitPittsburgh.com where you
will find the 2025 Insider’s Guide. Locals are obviously quite
proud of everything to see and do in their city. The Guide has 124
pages! You may wish to add a few days and hit their
recommended Bucket List. 

http://www.visitpittsburgh.com/


There are many more reasons to come to NAWHSL’s 2025
Conference and that’s the members themselves. It’s always
energizing to spend time with folks who care deeply about
traffic safety and saving lives on America’s roads. 

I owe a special thanks to the Program Committee: Joanne Kurt-
Hilditch, Chair, Amy Artuso, Julie Brewer, Mandie Dell, Maura
Fitzgerald, and Alyssa Geyer. You will appreciate their work. 

We look forward to seeing you in August. 

Up with Safety!
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PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE 

Yours in Safety, 

Kay H. Brodbeck



When: August 21 - 23, 2025
Where: Wyndham Grand Pittsburgh Downtown

600 Commonwealth Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15222
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Conference Registration

Click Here for the Registration Packet

https://nawhsl.org/annual-conference/
https://form.jotform.com/251176108226149
https://nawhsl.org/annual-conference/


 Let’s dish for a minute on all the things 2025 Conference related!

Attire: The NAWHSL Conference is a professional environment so we request
that everyone dresses business casual for the conference (except for when we
ask everyone to put their conference T-shirts on for a group picture!)

Conference T-shirts: The team has decided to have t- shirts for everyone.
Please ensure when you register for the conference that you put answer the

question about shirt size so we have enough for everyone.

Share Session: On our opening night, we invite everyone to the Share Session
so we can learn what’s going on in your state and your programs.  We take a few
minutes each to talk about all the life-saving work we are all doing!

State Door Prizes:  We request that you bring a door prize, valued no more than
$20.00, to be given away at the conference.  Bring something that represents
your state and it’s uniqueness!

Social Media:  If you are a social media guru or even if you just like to let the
family know where you are, please use the hashtag #NAWHSL2025 to help us
get the word out and drive the conference on your pages. 

Business Meetings: Please join us for our business meetings during the
conference where we discuss the happenings of the organization, vote for
offices, and discuss progress for the future. 
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The Conference Scoop 

Klavon’s Ice Cream - Pittsburgh



Do overnight rooms have free wi-fi?

Yes, all guest rooms have free wi-fi.

Parking:

Parking through the hotel is valet only at $43 per night. This includes in and
      out access, so guests can come and go as often as they need for the flat rate of $43. 

Upon arrival, guests will pull up to the front of the hotel, and valet will be there to
park their vehicles.
If guests prefer to self-park, there are a variety of self-park options available
throughout the downtown area for varying costs. I’ve attached a PDF with more
parking information for your reference

Wyndham Rewards:

Guests can enroll for Wyndham Rewards upon arrival at the front desk to receive
points for their stay, or can add an existing reward number to their reservation at
that time.

On-site Dining:

We have 3 dining options on property for guests when they’re not in meetings:

Ground Stop Café – coffee (services Starbucks products), tea, and a variety of
other beverages available. They also have grab and go food options available for
a quick bite. Open each day from 6AM – 10PM.
Three Rivers Restaurant – serves breakfast and lunch each day. Open each day
from 6:30AM – 1:30PM.
Three Rivers Lounge – serves dinner and drinks each evening. Open each day
from 4PM – 11PM.
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Hotel FAQs

Wyndham Grand Pittsburgh Downtown
600 Commonwealth Place Pittsburgh, PA 15222



There are so many reasons to become a member of the NAWHSL
organization!

Expansion of one’s professional knowledge base
Development of leadership expertise
Discovery of available resources and exposure to innovative
programs that can serve as models for your state programs
Networking with other women dedicated to traffic injury
prevention
High quality Traffic Safety Leadership Conference focusing on
Leadership Development, Research to Practice and Best Practice
Traffic Safety Programs that can be replicated 
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Benefits of Membership

Membership dues are only $50 annually

Visit the website for more details: www.nawhsl.org

We are also looking for State & Region Reps to help us grow our membership
activities!



www.NAWHSL.org
nawhslcommunications@gmail.com

Newsletter Editors: Joanne Kurt-Hilditch

BOARD OF ADVISORS

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

To serve as a resource to all who are dedicated to creating a culture for which
traffic fatalities and serious injuries are no longer acceptable. NAWHSL was

founded by women, with a goal of serving and empowering all. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President: Kay Brodbeck (MS)
First Vice President: Cynthia McKay (WA)
Second Vice President: Joanne Kurt-Hilditch (MO)
Secretary: Julie Brewer (TN)
Treasurer: Mandie Dell (WA)
Immediate Past President: Juliet Little (CT)

Natalie Draisin- FIA Foundation
Sandy Spavone - FCCLA
Terecia Wilson - Clemson University
Robert Beaton - Liaison with NTSB

NAWHSL
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN HIGHWAY SAFETY LEADERS

REGIONAL DIRECTORS

1: Position Open
2: Juliet Little
3: Tiffany Duvall
4: Julie Brewer
5: Position Open
6: Kay Brodbeck
7: Joanne Kurt-Hilditch
8: Position Open
9: Position Open
10: Cindy McKay


